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RICHARD MANSFIELD

book in my hand to accomplish it!"   The artists had
rehearsed faithfully, and every one about the theatre had
contributed without a murmur his fullest energy.  Mans-
field's thanks were not given cheaply, probably because
he felt that others should, as he did, get their greatest
satisfaction in work well done from their own conscious-
ness.    But it was not that appreciation was lacking.
Often he permitted himself a demonstration,   This was
especially true of holidays which carried all their senti-
ment to him,   Thursday of the second week in San Fran-
cisco was Thanksgiving.   After the play the stage was
transformed into a banquet room and his guests were
every one connected with  the theatre or his company.
He thanked them all by name for their contribution to
the success of the engagement and "ruled the kingdom
of the revel"

The remainder of the tour, with the New York engage-
ment at the close of the opera season, was one continuous
triumph. In every city the theatre might have been filled
twice over, The cordiality of the press was unreserved,
Public deference to the man, apart from the actor, as one
of the leading figures of the Republic, was shown him in
nearly every city,

Mansfield always made much of Christmas, but this
year the celebration was somewhat unusual December
25 began the week in New Orleans, and the week preced-
ing was spent on the special train en route east from Los
Angeles. He did not need the long days of travel over
the desert to remind him of his heart sickness for the wife
and boy in the home on the Sound,

He had sent a wonder-box from San Francisco "to be
opened on Christmas morning." But his big family of
travelling companions was not forgotten, for the privateext day:
